The Order of Great Vespers

Dormition of the Mother of God
Stand

PR:  Glory to the holy, consubstantial, life-creating and undivided Trinity, now and ever and
forever.
R: Amen.

Come, let us adore the King, our God.

Come, let us adore Christ, the King and our God.

Come, let us adore and bow down to the only Lord Jesus Christ,
the King and our God.

(Be Seated)
PSALM 103

Bless the Lord, O my soul!
You are very great, O Lord, my God.
Clothed in pomp and brilliance;
arrayed with light as with a cloak.
Stretching out the sky as a tent cloth,
covering Your lofty halls with water,
You make the clouds Your conveyance;
You surge on the wings of the wind.

You make spirits Your messengers,
and flaming fires Your attendants.
You settle the earth on its firm foundation;
it shall stand unmoved from age to age.

The abyss covers it like a garment;
waters stand over the mountains.
At Your rebuke they will take flight;
at the peal of Your thunder they will fear.

They hurdle the hills and run down the dales,
to the place You have chosen for them.
You have set up a boundary not to be passed;

they shall never return to cover the earth.

Down in the gullies You make springs to rise;
water shall go down between the mountains.
wild asses will seek them to quench their thirst.

The birds of the sky will abide by them;



from among the rocks they will raise their song.
From Your lofty halls You refresh the mountains;
the earth shall be fed with the fruit of Your works.

You make green pastures for the cattle,
and food plants for the service of man,

So that bread may be brought forth from the earth,
and wine that gladdens the heart of man.

So that oil may put a gleam upon his face;

and that bread may strengthen the heart of man.
The trees of the plain will be satisfied,

the cedars of Lebanon that He planted.

The sparrows will build their nests in them;
and the herons will call them their home.
To the deer belong high mountains,
to rodents, the shelter of the rocks.

You have made the moon to mark the seasons,
the sun knows the time of its setting.

You establish darkness, and it is night,
wherein the forest creatures prowl around.

Young lions roar for their prey,
and call out to God for their meat.

As the sun rises, they will come together,
and lay themselves down in their dens.

Man will go out to his labor,
and work until eventide.

How great are your works, O Lord!
In wisdom You have made them all.
The earth is filled with Your creatures.

Even the wide and open sea itself,
within it there are countless creeping things,
living beings small and large.

Upon it there are ships a-sailing,
and that great beast You made to have fun.

All of them look up to You,

to give them their food in due time.
You provide and they gather up;

You open Your hand and they are full.



You hide Your face and they cringe;
You suspend their breath, and they die and return to their dust.
You send forth Your breath and they live;
You renew the face of the earth!

May the Lord’s glory endure forever,
may the Lord rejoice in His works;

He looks upon the earth and makes it quake;
He touches the mountains and they smoke.

I will sing to the Lord as long as | live’
I will praise my God as long as | last.
Would that my thoughts be pleasing to Him:
and I will rejoice in the Lord.

May sinners vanish from the earth,
and may the wicked be no more.
Bless the Lord,
O my soul!

The sun knows the time of its setting.
You establish darkness and it is night.
How great are Your works, O Lord!

In wisdom You have wrought them all. (Stand)

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
now and ever and forever. Amen.

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!
Glory be to You, O God! (three times)

Sit

THE LITANY OF PEACE
Pr:  Inpeace, let us pray to the Lord.
R: Lord, have mercy. (after every petition of the priest)

Pr:  For peace from on high and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.

Pr:  For peace in the whole world, for the well-being of the holy
Churches of God and for the union of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Pr:
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Pr:

Pr:

For this holy Church and for all who enter it with faith, reverence, and the fear of God, let
us pray to the Lord.

For our holy ecumenical Pontiff (N.), the Pope of Rome, and for our Patriarch,
His Beatitude, (N.), let us pray to the Lord.

For our most reverend Archbishop and Metropolitan (N.), for our God-loving Bishop
(N.), for the venerable priesthood, the diaconate in Christ, and all the clergy and the
people, let us pray to the Lord.

For our civil authorities and all in the service of our country, let us pray to the Lord.

For this city, for every city and countryside, and for those living within them in faith, let
us pray to the Lord.

For seasonable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth and for peaceful times,
let us pray to the Lord.

For those who travel by sea, air, and land; for the sick, the suffering, the captive, and for
their safety and salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

That we be delivered from all affliction, wrath and need, let us pray to the Lord.
Protect us, save us, have mercy on us and preserve us O God by Your grace.

Remembering our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady, the Mother of
God and ever-Virgin Mary with all the Saints, let us commend ourselves and one another,
and our whole life, to Christ our God.

To You, O Lord.

For to You is due all glory, honor, and worship, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, now and
ever and forever.
Amen.
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Come, Oh Faithful, and with Gabriel to lead us let us cry: “Hail, Oh, Full of Grace!
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PR: Wisdom! Be attentive!

The Evening Hymn
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Pr: Let us be attentive. Peace be with all. Wisdom! Be attentive!

The Lord reigns, He is clothed in majesty!
v. Robed is the Lord and girt about with strength.
v. For He has made the world firm, which shall not be moved.
v. Holiness befits Your house, O Lord, for length of days.

( You may be seated during the Readings that follow.)

GENESIS 29: 10-17 EZEKIEL 43:27 to 44:4 PROVERBS 9: 1-11

THE INSISTENT LITANY

Pr: Let us all say with our whole soul and with our whole mind, let us say:
R: Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Pr: O Lord Almighty, God of our Fathers, we pray You, hear us and have mercy.
R: Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Pr: Have mercy on us, O God, according to Your great mercy; we pray You, hear us and have
mercy.

R: Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Pr: We also pray for our holy ecumenical Pontiff (N.), the Pope of Rome, and for Patriarch, His
Beatitude, (N.), for our most reverend Archbishop and Metropolitan (N.), and for our God-
loving Bishop (N.), for those who serve and have served in this holy church, for our spiritual
fathers, and for all our brethren in Christ.

R: Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Pr: We also pray for our civil authorities and for all in the service of our country.
R: Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Pr: We also pray for the people here present, who await Your great and abundant mercy,
for those who have shown us mercy and for all Christians of the true faith.
R: Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Pr: For You are a merciful and gracious God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son and Holy

Spirit, now and ever, and forever.
R: Amen.

(STAND)
O Lord, keep us this night / without sin.
Blessed are You, O Lord, God of our fathers, /
and praised and glorified is Your name forever.

Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us, / because we have set our hope in You.
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Blessed are You, O Lord, / teach me Your commandments
Blessed are You, O Master, / make me understand Your commandments.
Blessed are You, O Holy One, / enlighten me with You laws.

O Lord, Your mercy endures forever; / do not despise the work of Your hands.
It is proper to praise You, / and hymns belong to You.

Glory belongs to You, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, / now and ever, and forever.
Amen.

THE LITANY OF SUPPLICATION

Let us complete our evening prayer to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Protect us, save us, have mercy on us and preserve us, O God, by your grace.
Lord, have mercy.

That this whole night and the coming day may be perfect, holy, peaceful, and without sin,

let us beseech the Lord.

Grant it, O Lord.

For an angel of peace, a faithful guide, a guardian of our souls and bodies, let us beseech
Lord.

Grantit, O Lord. (and this is sung after each petition)

For the pardon and remission of our sins and offenses, let us beseech the Lord.

For what is good and beneficial to our souls and for the peace of the world, let us beseech
the Lord.

That we may spend the rest of our life in peace and repentance, let us beseech the Lord.
For a Christian, painless, unashamed, peaceful end of our life, and for a good account
before the fearsome judgment-seat of Christ, let us beseech the Lord.

Remembering our most holy, most pure, most blessed and glorious Lady, the Mother of
God and ever-Virgin Mary with all the Saints, let us commend ourselves and one another,
and our whole life, to Christ our God.

To You, O Lord.

For You are a merciful and gracious God, and we render glory to You, Father, Son and

Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever.
Amen.

(STAND)

Peace be with all! R: And with your spirit.
Bow your heads to the Lord. R: To You, O Lord.
O Lord, our God, You lowered the heavens when You came down for the salvation of the

human race. Now, look upon Your servants and upon Your inheritance; for they have
bowed their heads to You, the Judge, both awesome and loving. They do not await



human help, but look for Your mercy, and are ready to receive Your salvation. Guard them at all
times, this evening and tonight, against all enemies, against the devil’s assaults, against vain
thoughts and evil dreams. May the might of Your kingdom be blessed and exalted, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and forever.

R: Amen.

Verses For Litija
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ven-er-ate her who prays for our souls.
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FESTAL LITANY

Pr:  Save Your people, O God, and bless Your inheritance. Visit Your world with Your
mercy and generosities. Exalt the Christian peoples and send down upon us Your abundant
mercy. Through the prayers of the most pure Lady, the Mother of God and ever-Virgin Mary;
through the might of the precious and life-giving Cross; through the protection of the honorable,
heavenly, bodiless powers; of the honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist, John; of
the holy, glorious and praiseworthy apostles; and of our fathers among the saints: Basil the
Great, Gregory the Theologian, and John Chrysostom; of our father among the saints, Nicholas,
the Wonder-Worker, Archbishop of Myra in Lycia; of the holy Cyril and Methodius, equals-to-
the-apostles, the teachers of the Slavs; of our holy priest-martyr, Josaphat, of the holy, glorious
and victorious martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers, Anthony and Theodosius of
the Monastery of the Caves in Kiev; of the holy and righteous grandparents of God, Joachim and
Ann; (of Saint whose memory we celebrate); and of all the saints; we beseech You, O
all-merciful Lord, hear us sinners praying to You and have mercy.

R: Lord, have mercy. (12)

PR:  We also pray for our holy, ecumenical Pontiff N., the Pope of Rome, for our First-
Bishop, His Beatitude N., that the Lord God will grant them health and salvation, always
directing them and assisting them in all they do, we pray You, O Lord, hear us and have mercy.

R: Hospodi pomiluj. (12)

PR: We also pray for our most reverend Archbishop and Metropolitan N., for our God-loving
Bishop N., for our spiritual fathers, and for all our brothers and sisters in Christ, and for every
Christian soul that is afflicted and maltreated and in need of God’s mercies and help, for the
protection the cities and towns in which we live and for the protection of their people; for the
peace and serenity of the whole world; for the welfare of God’s holy Churches; for the salvation
of our fathers and brothers and sisters who, with diligence and in the fear of the Lord, labor and
serve; for the repose, blessed memory, and the remission of the sins of our departed loved ones
of the orthodox Faith all over the world; for the deliverance of captives; for all those who are
taking part in these holy services, and for all who serve or have served in this holy church, let us
say:
R: Kyrie eleison. (12)
PR: O most merciful Master, Lord Jesus Christ our God, Through the prayers of the most
pure Lady, the Mother of God and ever-Virgin Mary; through the might of the precious and life-
giving Cross; through the protection of the honorable, heavenly, bodiless powers; of the
honorable, glorious Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist, John; of the holy, glorious and
praiseworthy apostles; and of our fathers among the saints: Basil the Great, Gregory the
Theologian, and John Chrysostom; of our father among the saints, Nicholas the Wonder-Worker,
Archbishop of Myra in Lycia; of the holy Cyril and Methodius, equals-to-the-apostles, the
teachers of the Slavs; of our holy priest-martyr, Josaphat, of the holy, glorious and victorious
martyrs; of our venerable and God-bearing fathers, Anthony and Theodosius of the Monastery of
the Caves in Kiev; of the holy and righteous grandparents of God, Joachim and Ann; (of Saint
whose memory we celebrate); and of all the saints; make our prayer acceptable. Grant
us remission of our sins; protect us with the shadow of Your wings; drive far away from us every
foe and adversary, and make our lives peaceful, O Lord. Have mercy on us and on Your world
and save our souls; for you are gracious and the Lover of Mankind.
R: Amen.



Stanzas with the Verses

Samohlasen Tone 4

L4 172

> :
|72 4 L ) 2

THE LORD HAS SWORN TO DA--VID, AND HE WILL NOT TURN FROM IT.

A A
Al A AY

o i i < S

(@]
| JFRN PR L

v

| ETT. |4 |4 f 4 |4 | 4

14 14 v
Oh, pure and most Ho--ly Virgin, the multitude of angels in heaven, and mankind on

A 0 Y S o S oSS oA S S el el - S S
T+ttt VvtV v ¥ v

|4 VA L4 | L) 4 L4 L4 II a4

earth, extol and venerate your Dor-mi-tion.

VA e 2

Never stop, we beg you, to intercede

17 172
L4 |72 |72 L4

s mnppppoe

o
| o )
172 172 172 B | 172 |
%

R 172 112
with Him on our be-half. For next to God we have put our hope in you, Oh most

LN

o il
| @)
1 |V )
| T AT U AT ST 1) 14 i

glorious and e-ver--vir--gin God---Bear--er!

| P VI e VN T | " 2
| T v

GLORY B

172 172 172

172 v 172 |

P Y

E TO THE FATHER, AND TO THE SON,

v
AND TO THE HOLY SPIR-IT,

¥ - b 1z [@)

(@]

NOW AND EV-

| 1

ER, AND FOR-EV-ER, A---NiEN. Ccl)me, I'et l:S si'ng hyans ;o h'er

|4 | 4

e el e~ o e

¥ 14 |4
noble and ho-ly bo-dy. That has conta

1 |
| 2 A0 A 4

I S ol o i

ined the invisible Lord. We also cele

R e 2
12

--b}ate

) ~
o =Y ®) ’ F ' ' @ I =
= ea) 112 172 172
| 72 4 4

| P |
R

—
zﬁ’:m.. =

'!/V

your Feast, Oh, Woman worthy of all praise,

and we cry out: "Sa--ve our souls!"




The Canticle of Simeon

Now You may dismiss Your servant, O Lord, / according to Your word, in peace.

Because my eyes have seen Your salvation, / which You have prepared in the sight of all Your
peoples.
A Light of Revelation to the Gentiles, / and the glory of Your people, Israel.

Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy and Immortal, have mercy on us. (3)
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, / now and ever and forever. Amen.

O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us; O Lord, cleanse us of our sins; O Master, forgive us
our transgressions; O Holy One, come to us and heal our infirmities for Your Name’s sake.

Lord, have mercy. (3)
Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and forever. Amen.

Our Father, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy Name.Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as
itis in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Pr:  For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now
and ever and forever.
R: Amen.

Then the priest brings out the icon for the Feast and sets it on the tetrapod. The
priest sings the Tropar for the Feast the first time, and the people repeat it a
second and third time.)

PR: Troparion Tone 1:

O Mother, of God, in giving birth you still preserved virginity * and in your falling
asleep you did not forsake the world. * You are the Mother of Life and have been transferred to
life, * and through your prayers have delivered our souls from death.

R: O Mother, of God, in giving birth you still preserved virginity * and in your falling
asleep you did not forsake the world. * You are the Mother of Life and have been
transferred to life, * and through your prayers have delivered our souls from death. (2x)

The Blessing of the Litija Tray
PR: Letus pray to the Lord.
R: Lord, have mercy.

PR: O Lord Jesus Christ our God, You blessed the five loaves and fed the five thousand.
Bless + these loaves, this wheat, wine and oil, multiply them in this city and in the whole world;
and sanctify all the faithful who shall partake of them; for it is You, O Christ our God, Who bless



and sanctify all things. And we give glory to You with Your eternal Father and Your all-holy,
gracious, and life-giving Spirit, now and ever and forever.
R: Amen.

Blessed be the name of the Lord, now and forever. (3x)

PR:  Wisdom!
R: Give the blessing!

PR: Blessed is the One-Who-Is, blessed is Christ our God, always now and ever and forever.
R: Amen. O God, strengthen the orthodox Catholic Faith forever and ever.

PR: O most holy Mother of God, save us!

R: More honorable than the Cherubim, and beyond compare more glorious than the
Seraphim, You a virgin, gave birth to God the Word. You truly the Mother of God,
we magnify.

PR: Glory be to You, O Christ, our God, our hope; glory be to You!

R: Glory be to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, now and ever and
forever. Amen.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. Give the blessing!

PR: May Christ our true God, have mercy on us and save us through the prayers of His most
pure Mother, whose holy Dormition we solemnly celebrate today, through the might of
the precious and life-giving Cross, through the prayers of the holy, glorious and
praiseworthy apostles and of all the Saints, for He is gracious and loves mankind.

R: Amen.

Hail, Virgin Mother of God,
Hail, and rejoice!
Blessed are you, O Mary,

boroponuiie Jlio! Pagyiics
6maronatHas Mapie ["'ocrionpb 3 TOGTO.

the Lord is with you brnocioBeHnHa T B )keHax
Blessed are you among women 1 OJIOCJIOBEH ILIOJ YpPEBa TBOETO
and blessed is the Fruit of your womb. siko Criaca poJiuia, €CH Iyl HaIlHX.

For you have borne God,

Alégrate, Virgen Maria,
the Savior of our souls. (2) J g

Ilena eres de gracia,

El Sefior

es contigo,

Bendita eres entre las mujeres,

y bendito es el Fruto de tu Vientre,
porgue has dado a luz al Salvador
de nuestras almas.

Bohorodice D’ivo,raduysja,
blahodatnaya Marije
Hospod’ s’toboyu.
Blahoslovena Ty v Zhenakh,
| Blahosloven plod chreva tvoyeho.
Jako spasa rodila,
jesi dush nashikh. (2)




